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Challenges of Meeting Challenges of Meeting 
Category 6Category 6
In The FieldIn The Field

Fanny Mlinarsky
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A Day in the Life of a
Field Technician

• Challenge #1:  Configuring the Tester
• Challenge #2:  Selecting Test Probes
• Challenge #3:  Locating Faults
• Challenge #4:  Dealing with Changing Standards
• Challenge #5:  Managing Test Reports
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Challenge #1
Configuring the Tester

ConnectorsConnectors

ProbesProbes

Pair numberingPair numbering

CableCable

MeasurementsMeasurements

Test LimitsTest Limits
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Challenge #2
Selecting Test Probes

• Vendor-specific 
category 6 test probes

Link
Channel

Brand A
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Challenge #3
Locating Faults

Frequency 
data

converted 
to time 

domain for 
fault 

location
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Challenge #4
Dealing with Changing 

Standards
Stored plot 

data
re-evaluated 

against 
different test 

limits
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Challenge #4
Dealing with Changing 

Standards
Stored test

records can
be re-

certified 
if plots are 

available



Page 8

Challenges Posed By 
Saving Plots

The most popular 
format for digital 
camera “film”

Plots can be saved using
CFLASH storage.

Approx. $3/MB
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Challenge #5
Managing Test Reports

• Saving test 
records on a 
PC

• Associating test 
records with 
cabling 
administration
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Challenge #5
Managing Test Reports

Your Logo Here • Text Reports

• Graphical 
Reports
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Meeting the Challenges
• Challenge #1:  Configuring the TesterConfiguring the Tester

Automated configuration using a Test Profiles
Built-in automated checking for problem configurations

• Challenge #2:  Selecting Test ProbesSelecting Test Probes
Probe availability
Automated probe recognition

• Challenge #3:  Locating FaultsLocating Faults
Time-domain analysis

• Challenge #4:  Dealing with Changing StandardsDealing with Changing Standards
Saving plots for re-certification

• Challenge #5:  Managing Test ReportsManaging Test Reports
Support for structured labeling
Graphical test reports


